Rosette inhibition test: a multicentre investigation of early pregnancy factor in humans.
The rosette inhibition test for the detection of early pregnancy factor is described in detail. The extended methodology presented here represents the cumulative experience of three independent laboratories. Special reference is made to the effect on the assay of varying the conditions of rosette formation between lymphocytes and sheep red blood cells. Antilymphocyte sera prepared for use in the rosette inhibition test fell into three categories: (i) with no rosette inhibiting activity, (ii) with rosette inhibiting activity which is not affected by the presence of EPF, and (iii) rosette inhibiting activity which is significantly increased in the presence of EPF. To date, this third reaction has been found to be a specific indication of the presence in serum of early pregnancy factor.